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1 
DEDICATION. 


O the ſerious and rational com- 
municant ; and to thoſe pious 
profeſſors, i is ſee not the doctrine 


of the Euchariſt in a clear and con- 


vincing light; ; are theſe ſheets hum 
bly dedicated: in hopes of giving 
ſome freſh aid to the devotions of the 
former; and of removing prejudice 
and prepoſſtſſion from the latter. 


As to thoſe ſons of pies or im- 


piety, who dare ridicule a divine in- 
ſtitution ; the ſneer and laugh will 


be excited in them, by the very ad- 
vertiſement. Others of more decent 


character, but who diſbelieve a reve- 


lation, will be apt to call it pri- 


craft, and an ancient artful church 


method of deluding the people. A- 
mong the devotional, thoſe crowds 


of enthuſiaſts, who can be perſuaded 


to follow TEeacurrs, that are vain 


enough 
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i DEDICATION, 

enough to pretend to new revela- 
tions, to viſions, and even to mira- 
culous operations; theſe will be very 
unlikely to make any uſe of this per- 
formance. And when we add the 
yet more numerous ſors of ſuper/ti 
tion, it may be aſked, what poſſible 


motive could induce to this pub- 


lication concerning the Euchariſt? 
The anſwer is, an apparently 
te great indifference ſhewn the ri- 
<« tual, among profeſſors of a more 
c rational ſpirit and generous com- 
e plexion.— 


If with theſe open, ingenuous, li- 
beral minds, this attempt ſhould 


have any good impreſſion; the end 


will be attained, which is the prin- 


cipal aim, 


Of their devoted, 
humble ſervant, 


C. F. 


Hoxton Square. 


A plan of the work. 


The introduction; which ſtates the evi- 

dence of the New Teſtament canon. 

Sec. I. The divine original of the Eucha- 
yy 

II. The ſocial nature of the ritual, with 


the ſenſible ſymbols . to the celebra- 
tion. 


riſt. 


IV. The perſons who are properly quali- 


fied for the celebration. 


V. The obligation to celebrate the Eu- 
chariſt, perpetual. 


VI. The erroneous and ſuperſtitious opi- 


nions which have obtained concerning the 


Euchariſt. 
VII. Obſervations made on the doctrine. 


III. The ſpiritual nature of the Eucha- 
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INTRODUCTION; 


Which ſtates the evidence of the 


5 5 ew Teſtament canon. 


ITTLE advantage could by Pwpotel 
from explaining the doctrine of the 
Euchariſt, if the authenticity and au- 

thority of the New Tefament writings ſhould 

be held doubtful: The evidence of their 
certainly being a divine canon of faith and 
manners, to all who will give them a reli- 


gious attention, may be thus collected. 


© The fad of there having been a man, who 
« appeared in Judea between ſeventeen and 
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te eighteen hundred years ago, named JEsys : 
« ChRIST, à4 prophet mighty in deed and 
te word before God, and all the people / is as 
& inconteſtable, as that there ever was ſuch 
& à man as Homer, Socrates, Plato, Virgil, 
« Julius Ceſar, or even Mahomet ; not one 
ce of all which have equal evidence of hav- 
tt ing exiſted with any remarkable or diſtin- 
« ouithed character.“ 


That the perſonal miniſtrations of Jeſus 
were confined to Judea, the land of his na- 
| tivity, and to a people to whom he had been 


deſcribed in prophecy, as a ſaviour and re- 
deemer; but whoſe inſtructions and miniſtra- 


tions were to become à /ight to enlighten the 
Gentile or Pagan world, as well as be the 
glory of bis people Hrael.— That accordingly, 
he did ordain a number of diſciples, who 
conſtantly attended his miniſtry, to be the 
publiſhers of his doctrine throughout the 
world, after he had riſen from the dead, and 
was aſcended into heaven, in the fight of 
thoſe choſen witneſſes.—A farther demon- 


ſtration of his being Exalted to the right hand 
of 


INTRODUCTION. it 
of power, was given by extraordinary gifts, 
| which were conferred on them, in accom- 
pliſhment of a promiſe which he had made 
them before his death; and of which mira- 
culous heavenly vouchſafement, great num» 
bers of Jews were witneſſes, which came 
from very diſtant countries. 


The notoriety of this fact became univer-: 
ſa}, by the apoſtles (when ſo qualified) going 
into all parts of the world to, publiſh the goſ- 
pel; of whoſe labours, oppoſitions, difficul- 
ties and ſucceſſes, a natural and genuine ac- 
count is given in an hiſtory of their acts, and 
in epiſtles written by their own hands, and 
ſent to the churches which they at firſt 
planted. In which writings there are no 
marks of artifice, fraud, or policy; none of ſi- 
niſter aim, or of ſordid intention: but all the 
evidences of an heavenly diſpoſition and a di- 
vine ſpirit, in each and every of their doctrinal 
inſtructions, altogether ſuitable to the digni- 
fied character and divine eee of 
| their maſter. 


„ The 


The New Teſtament ſcriptures have no re- 
ſemblance, no ſimilitude of the writings of 
uninſpired men: and they alſo are harmoni- 
ous in their ſpiritual, heavenly, and moral 
| repreſentations, | 


The age of apoſtles was properly denomi- 
nated, the man:fe/tation or diſpenſation of the 
Spirit; they themſelves being to the world the 
living oracles of God, as Jeſus Chriſt their ma- 
ſter had been, during his miniſtration, to the 


people of Fudea. And becauſe they were able 
miniſters of the New Teſtament, the mini- 


ſtration of the ſpirit by them, muſt have far 
exceeded in glory all former diſpenſations. 


But becauſe this light of the knowledge of 
God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, Was 4 trea- 
- fure depoſited i in earthen veſſels ; apo tiles, like 
other men, being ſubject to mortality; it be- 
came abſolutely needful that a written record 
ſhould be made of the life and ee of 
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gifts of the ſpirit muſt ceaſe, when ever FG 
teſtimony was finiſhed which they were de- 
ſigned to give to the miſſion of apoſtles. 


That the Naw 7; eflament written canon 
muſt have been compleated during the age 
of apoſtles, is alſo evident; becauſe none but 
they were capable infallible judges, which 
could authenticate the record. Hence it was, . 
that St. Pa ur, who had not been a diſciple 
and perſonal attendant on Jeſus, ora witneſs 
of his reſurrection and aſcenſion, was fa- 
voured with von and revelations, and con- 
verſed with the exalted Jeſus; and likewiſe 
received from him gifts of the ſpirit equal ta 
thoſe of the other apoſtles; which rendered 
him capable of reviſing and LY the 
kredit of St. Mark's goſpel. 


| Here an obſervation, made by our eccle- 
ſiaſtical hiſtorian, will be pertinent. whe 
e ſhort canon of ſcripture is moſt eligible. 
* Religion is the concern of all men. A 
few ſhort hiſtories and epiſtles are better 
10 fitted for general uſe, than numerous and 
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INTRODUCTION. 


prolix writings. Beſides, if any writings - 
are to be received as the rule of faith and 
manners, it is of the utmoſt importance 
that they be juſtly entitled to that diſtinc- 
tion; otherwiſe men may be led into er- 


rors of very bad conſequence. If any 


books pretend to deliver the doctrine of 
infallible and divinely inſpired teachers, 
ſuch as Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles are 
eſteemed by chriſtians, great care ſhould 
be taken to be well ſatisfied that their ac- 
counts are authentic, and that they are the 
genuine writings of the men, whoſe names 


they bear *. N. B. The public is greatly 


indebted to the labours of this author, for 
laying before the eye of his reader a ſeries of 
teſtimony to the canon of the New Teſtament, 
which reaches down even to the twelfth 
century, in that work of his, entitled, Tye 


Credibility of the Goſpel . H. ory. 


ce 


We are now able to 0 a very ſatisfac- 


tory ſolution to that ſceptical queſtion, ws. 


How can we, at this diſtance of time and 


* + See Dr, LAREDNER 's ſupplement, vol. I. ch. ii. p. 27. 
6c place, 
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te place, be aſſured what is, and what is not 
te divine canon, when there are no auto- 
* graphs, either of epiſtles by apoſtles, or of 
oe goſpels by their authors?” 


Aſſured we are, that thoſe writings which 


we have, cannot materially differ from their 
originals; becauſe of the jealous eye chriſtians 
could not but have upon one another, on ac- 
count of different opinion and mode of pro- 
feſſion. The ſeveral languages into which 


they were tranſlated, (the goſpel doctrine hav- 


ing been previouſly propagated by apoſtles, in 
different nations) would render it impractica- 
ble or impoſſible for men to have made any 


alteration, of importance, in the divine canon, 
We therefore have all the moral certainty that 


can poſſibly attend the conveyance of an hea- 
venly inſtruction. Nay, beſides this, the 
complexion of theſe writings will ſuit no 
other age of the world, ſo well as they do that 
in which they are ſaid to have been written,* 


| ® See Dr. LarDNER's firſt part of the credibility, 
&c. where the facts occaſionally mentioned by evange- 
_ hſts are confirmed by ancient cotemporary authors. 


Moreover, 
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Moreover, as to the intrinſic or 3 
evidence, we, at this day are as capable of 
nies, judging and determining, as men 
ever were in any one age of the chriſtian 
profeſſion : of the moral, ſpiritual and hea- 
venly nature, and tendency of the canon, 
every man is able to make an infallible judg- 
ment, by conforming his teniper and life to 
its guidance and diretion.— 


| They do therefore manifeſtly miſtake in 
_ Judging of this canon, who will have the New 
Teftament writings to be no other than a ſecon- 
Hary rule, and the ſpirit; or light within them 
to be the primary one ; whereas the reaſon, or 
ſpirit of a man, is more properly and truly 
the judge of the one written cannon; or rule, 
than the primary rule itſelf, But the miſtake 
ſeems to be owing to a wrong interpretation 
of the apoſtle, as if in an oppoſition of the 
letter to the ſpirit, he could be underſtood of 
the letter of the written goſpel, oppoſed to 
the manifeſtation of the ſpirit; which is not 
to illuſtrate, but to confound his meaning. 
The letter which he oppoſes to the ſpirit, 


could 
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chuld be no other than the Moſaic ſyſtem j 
which, he largely ſhews, had nothing in it 
that would compare with the ſpiritual mani- 
feſtation of truth and grace; made by the 
goſpel. Moreover, thoſe very people, who 
would have the written goſpel to be no better 
than a ſecondary rule, and who give prefe- 
rence to the light within, or to the teachings 
of the Tpirit, do profeſſedly borrow all their 
notions of the ſpirit from the written word *; 
which reflects upon them an apparent abſir= 
dity.—They ſeem not to have attended to 
the difference of circumſtance in which chriſ- 
| tians were, when under the diſpenſation of 
the ſpirit, before the written canon had exi- 
ſtence, and whilſt the ſpirit was the primary 
and only rule; and the condition of chriſ- 
tians, when the diſpenſation of the ſpirit had 
wholly ceaſed with the finiſhed ages of the 
A and when the written goſpel was 


| . We ſhall be willing to admit itz as a poſitivs 
certain maxim, that whatſoever any do, pretending to 
the ſpirit, which is contrary to the ſcriptures; be accoutited 
and reckoned a deluſion of the devil. Barclay's apo- 
log, p. 86. 


5 = 


C become 
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become the only divine rule to the whole 
church of Chriſt. £2 


Others, with defign to 1 the rule, 
have ſaid, © that Jeſus never gave any expreſs 
ec orders that men ſhould write an hiſtory of 
« his life.” 


This is readily acknowledged: nor was 
there the leaſt occaſion for his giving ſuch di- 
rection. He well knew that thoſe his diſci- 
ples; whom he had ordained to publiſh his 
goſpel to the world, ſhould receive the pro- 
miſe of the father, and have extraordinary 
divine illuminations. He alſo knew that the 
deſign of his doctrine and miflion, was to be 
of univerſal and perpetual uſe and benefit to 
mankind; and that therefore they could not 
fail of making a written-record, ere the diſ- 
penſation of the ſpirit ſhould finiſh. He in- 
fallibly knew that ſuch a divine teſtimony, 
* which had been given of him, muſt be tranſ- 
mitted to the laſt age of mankind, 


The 


De objection ſeems alſo to be unnaturaland 
capricious ; for men are not wont to inquire 
of &z0graphers (who have, with great atten- 
tion and labour, compoſed-and publiſhed the 
lives of great men) whether their heroes had 
deſired it at their hands? what will fully ju- 
ſtify the hiſtorian, and alſo entitle him to 


wle thanks of the public, is, if his ſubject was 


every way worthy a record; if it promiſed - 
univerſal pleaſure and profit, in the peruſal; 
for then, verily we aſcribe great merit, and 
do ſuch Hiographers deſerved honour. On 
this principle it is, we reverence the names 
of the facred writers, who compoſed the 
canon of the New T. amen. 


But the objection entirely vaniſhes, when 

we read what the beloved diſciple ſays in his 
own defence, as an hiſtorian, “ and many 
ce other ſigns truly did Jeſus in the preſence 
c of his diſciples, which are not written in 
ce this book. Burt theſe are written, that ye 
e might believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the 
* ſon of the living God, and that believing 
| O 2 < 60 ye 
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fe ye might have life through his name.“ — 
And again, te this is the diſciple which Caſt. 


* 


te fieth of theſe things, and wrote theſe things; 
« and we know that his teſtimony is true. 
ef And there are alſo many other things 
« which Jeſus did, the which, if they ſhould 
e be written, every one, I ſuppoſe, that even 
e the world itſelf would not contain or re- 
te ceive the books that ſhould be written.” 
| That is, they would be much too bulky 
and voluminous for common uſe; and would 
not ſo officiouſly anſwer the end of a divine 
canon. Compare Fohn xx. 30, 31. ch. xxi, 
24, 25. But who can once call in queſtion | 
the propriety of ſuch a record, that conſi- 
ders the nature and tehgengy of it f ? 
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The divine original of the Euchariſt. 


W HEN we write or ſpeak concern- 
VVL ing a religious obſeryance, or a di- 
vine inſtitution, we ought to be 
well ſatisfied of its heavenly original. And 
| when it concerns chriſtian practice, it muſt 
have place in that canon eſteemed ſacred by 
the common canſent of chriſtians,” which ca- 
non is called, the New Teſtament qoritings 
containing the only genuine life of Chriſt, 
his heavenly and divine teachings, as recorded 


by apoſtles and evangeliſts. 


St. Matthew, Mark, Luke and Par have 
each of wem aſſured us, that the Eucbariſt 
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ebe doctrine of the Euchariſt. 


was inſtituted by Jeſus . Chriſt himſelf, the 
very evening before his ſufferings, Marth. 


xxvi. 26.—Mark xiv. 22.—Luke xxii. 19, 
1 Cor. ii. 23. — And we may reaſonably ac- 


count for the ſilence of St. John, who only 
wrote a ſupplemental goſpel*. Yet, even 
this evangeliſt has given us thoſe diſcourſes 
of our Lord's, delivered immediately before 


His ſufferings, apkich enable us to enter more 


fully into the meaning or ſpirit of the me- 
moria] inſtitution. And beſides thoſe diſ- 
courſes, it ſhould ſeem that he foreſaw the 
ſuperſtitious And extravagant not ions which 


men would entertain of the Euchariſt; and 


therefore was led to inſert another diſcourſe, 


which onr Lord delivered concerning his Ar _ 
7rine, being, that his fleſh which men ſhould 


eat, and that his blood which men ſhould 


drink, the internal principle of immor- 
St. abn. s ſilence about the Eucha- 


riſt is thus well accounted for; and we have 
reaſon to conclude, he ſaw that the celebra- 


tion of it did, 1n his day, univerſally obtain 


* Conſult Dr. LARDNER's ſupplement, vol. I. ch. ix. ſec. xi. 
among 


: of the * of the - Bucharih, | 3 


among chriſtians. The authority on which 
the ritual ſupports, is thus indiſputable. 


That it could have no other original than 


what the above writers report it to have had, 
is alſo evident from its very obvious inten- 
tion; which is, to commemorate the fact of 
the man Chriſt Jeſus dying as a malefactor, 
by public conſent of his own nation; not- 
withſtanding he had been approved of God 
among them, by ſigns, wonders, and divers 
miracles, which were wrought by him.— 
That a thankſgiving memorial ſhould be ap- 
pointed, is contrary to all the uſages and cu- 
ſtoms of mankind ; who, to expreſs their de- 
teſtation and abhorrence of the cruel treat- 
ment of great and good men, would have 
inſtituted ſome monument of indignation, of 
| ſhame and ſorrow, rather than of congratu- 


lation, thankfulneſs and joy. There is there- 


fore in the very complexion of the ritual, a 
ſpirit and intention diſcoverable, which is 


the reverſe of all civil and political appoint- 


ments. And, in fact, ſo ſtood the celebra- 


tion of the Euchariſt 1 the firſt chriſ- 
* tians; ; 


4 - 
r ̃ ͤ“m ]ꝗ . EP UL REO BL a ot PIR 4 


: 4 Of the deltrine of the Eucbari l. 


tians; it was an open devout acknowledg- ä 
ment, that the ſigma of reproach, which 

had been fixed on their divine maſter, by his 
crucifixion, was eſteemed by them, matter 
of their boaſting and glory. They thus re- 
cognized his diſtinguiſhed merit, and ſupe- 
rior excellence! and hereby the reputation 
and credit of their religion was highly re- 
commended to the world. So far from be- 
ing aſhamed of his croſs, they conſidered it 
as a vain, fruitleſs attempt of his ungrateful 
malicious enemies, to ſuppreſs his heavenly 
doctrine, and to blemiſh his divine character 
in the eyes of the nations. 


A more direct and full confutation of envy 
and detraction, ſurely could not have been 
given. Divine wiſdom thus diſplays itſelf 
in the open face of the inſtitution ; without 
which, the chriſtian profeſſion would have 
been expoſed to public ſcorn and univerſal 
contempt. For had there been any poflible 
impeachment of crime in his character, or 
any defect ſhewn in his divine claims, whom 


they had crucified as an impoſtor, the pro- 
feſfion = 


of the a 7 the Bucher: i. | L. 


feſſion would have been ſtifled in its infancy, 
and all his diſciples covered with ſhame and 
infamy. But, on the contrary, what could 
be a more convincing proof of the confi- 
dence which they had in him, than their 
open celebration of his death, by a thank- 
ful and joyful memorial? 


On this ratio ſtood the divine original of 
the Euchariſt, in the obſervance of firſt _ 
chriſtians, when the ſcandal of the croſs was 
recent and popular; and unleſs a man is de- 
termined to ſhut his eyes againſt evidence, he 
is conſtrained to own the inſtitution to be 
reaſonable, and divinely well adapted to 
thoſe moſt uſeful ends it was deſigned to 
anſwer. Not like a merely poſitive and ar- 
bitrary appointment ; but, with all other 
moral and divine inſtruction, it ſpeaks the 
language of inconteſtable facts, and ſupports 
on the manifeſt law of relation, as will be 
more clearly ſeen by and by. 


The ſenſe now given of the divine origi- 
nal of the Euchariſt, will be abundantly con- 
firmed by the piſs, and by St. Luke's hiſtory 
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6 Of the dettrine of the Euchariſt. 


of the atts of the apoſtles. In the epiſtles, 
we frequently find St. Paul ſpeaking of the 
crofs of Chriſt, as matter and occaſion of his 
greateſt glorying. He looked upon it as a 
divine ſcheme, ** which had deſtroyed the 
0 wiſdom of the wiſe; and brought to no- 
« thing the underſtanding of the prudent. — 
Which was to the Jews a ſtumbling block, 


c and to the Greets fooliſhneſs.” And yet, to 


the chriſtian, _ it was no other than the power 


of God, and the wiſdom of God. In what ſenſe 


the croſs of Chriſt may be underſtood, the power 
of Godand the wiſdom of God, will be of eaſy 
conception, when it is conſidered how Chriſt 
becomes a Saviour and Redeemer, viz. by de- 
livering men from the evil of this preſent 
world; and by infpiring them with ſpiritual 
and heavenly affections. Which redemption 
could not have been accompliſhed by him; 
had he not actually ſubmitted to the deepeſt 
poſſible abaſement, and taken into the com- 


_ paſs of his trial the whole energy of tempta- 


tion: for by this means only could he become 
the author and finiſher of our faith, as he 
thereby ſhewed the practicability, as well as 


poſſibility of een all the efforts of 


evil. 
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evil. On the croſs he exemplified a con- 
tempt of the world, by a ſuperiority of mind 
to all. ſenſible impreſſions, however ſhame- 
ful or painful. And in the greatneſs of his 
behaviour, throughout the ſcenery of his hu- 
miliation *, he diſcovered a meetneſs for that 
majeſty Sv dominion, to which the; one 
God did exalt him, in reward. af * oben 
dience to the death. | 


The 8 of the Euchariſt will 
be yet further obvious, from the deſign of 
that very death, which it commemorates, 


Vi. Gad's. reconciling the world to himſelf 


by that event. For verily, mankind da 
receive from thence the moſt important 
and intereſting inſtruction, in all moral 
and divine truths; e. g. they are ſhewn 


how very merciful a being he is, that 


could pardon the murderers of that his wells 
beloved ſon, who made it bis meat to do the 
will. of his father, and to finiſh. his "work « 
who did not diſpute the moſt painful enduy 
rance; cordially ſaying, not my will, but 
* gee this illuſtrated. with great 9 in Dr. 


LaRDNER“s 2d vol. of ſermons. 
D 2 thine 
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** 
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thine be done: and to hom the Deity had 


given miraculous teſtimony of his approba- 
tion. When therefore we are informed of 
great numbers of Chriſt's murderers obtain- 
Ing pardon, and encouraged to hope for eter- 
nal life! the repreſentation is ſuited to recon- 
eile the mind of a penitent finner, and re- 
ſtore him to peace. Thus God is ſaid 70 be 
reconciling the world unto bimfelf, not imput- 
ing to penitent men their freſpaſſes. 


Another view of the reconciliation i is, that 


of mankind being no longer allowed to form 


a judgment of the approbation or diſappro- 
bation of God towards them, becauſe of ex- 


ternal circumftance or condition : : ſince the 
moſt beloved and honoured af God, was de- 


fiſed ant rejected of men. A man of for- 


rows, and acquainted with griefs. Hence the 
moſt abject condition, and painful endurance 
of man is altogether conſiſtent with virtuous 
character, and with his enjoyment of the di- 
vine favour. Whilſt the moſt proſperous 


external circumſtance, and elevated rank of 


ciyil condition, may be the allotment. of the 


_ pp  o”—— K 
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moſt unworthy of mortals. Thus the ſaf- 
ferings and death of Jeſus have, in them, an 

apt tendency to reconcile men ta Gad, as they 
correct and cure the. prejudices which ariſe 
from ſenſible een, that are en upon 


A third mts view of Chrilt's death 
may be taken from its rewardableneſs. Who, 
for the joy ſet before him, did endure the croſs 
and deſpiſe the ſhame. And, in virtue of his 
pbedience to the death, be had a name GIVEN 


bim above every name *; even that of the re- 
ſurrection 


„ Rev. Mr. THOMAS EMLYN ſays, © a gift 
« of no new authority ſeems to be a gift of nothing. Is 
er Chriſt rewarded with nothing, or with no addition . 
ox of glory | ? muſt he hold that by gift, which he held 
40 by a better tenure before dee 300 s works, Ach 
edit. vol. I. P, 247. 

And to the ſame purpoſe we wank the concurring 
judiheni of the Rev. Mr. James PIERCE, —* It has 
'« been the common opinion of ancient chriſtians, 25 
<« well as it is of the generality of the modern writers 
te upon the ſcriptures, that in many, or at leaſt i in ſome 
T of the appearances of the angels recorded i in the Ola 
* Teftament, the v., the fon himſelf was one of the 
number. — But it may be queſtioned whether that EE, 
80 opinion hath any ſolid foundation, I know not of 
1 cc any 
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ſurrection and the life; the Lord of the dead 
and of the living; and the final judge. It is 
in him that we have the earneſt of the inhe- 
fitance, to whom God has given the keys of 
hades and of death. A demonſtration of his 
having ſuch an inveſtiture of ſovereignty, 


is ſeen in the ſubſequent miraculous gifts be- 


ſtowed on apoſtles, who were to preach pr 

8 his goſpel throughout the world. 
From the reward of his obedience, m 

fincere chriſtian. is encouraged to look and 


wait © for his Lord's coming to receive him 
e to himſelf, to be with him where he is, to 


ve behold the glory which the father hath 


ce any PATH of ſcripture where it is expreſsly aſſerted: 
<< and the arguments brought to prove it, are ſo very. 
«< ſlight, that it ſeems at beſt to be a mere conjecture. 
ce There i is, at leaſt nothing in this epiſtle to favour it, 
ce but the contrary.” See his note (a) on Heb. 1-2 

with which may be compared his note (c) on ch. vii. - 
With theſe teſtimonies agree the Rey. Mr. Mosts 
Lownman' 8 three tracts on the Shechinah and Logos; J 
and the letter writ in the y year 17 305 all of which do. 
virtually maintain this concluſion, viz, that the ex- 


& altation of Chriſt muſt have been in reward of his 


< obedience to the death; inaſmuch as we have no rea- 
« ſonto ſuppoſe any manifeſtation of him antecedent 2 to 


Jaw bis being born 4 a woman, and mor under the law” 


1 given 
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tt given him.“ And an apoſtle thus rea- 
ſoneth, if we are reconciled to God by the 
death of his ſon, how much more ſhall we 


be ſaved by his life? — Another ſays, bap-. 


tiſm does now Jave us by the reſurrection of Je- 
Jus Chriſt, who is gone into heaven. The death of 
Chri/t verily, has all its efficacy and energy de- 
rived. from its conſequences. Separate from 


theſe his death has in it no one uſeful, or in- 


ſtructive meaning. In the abſtra& idea of it 
there could be no reaſon of thankſgiving. or 
joy. But when we. once know that death 
could not hold him, as a trophy or priſoner; 
and that it was impoſſeble for this God's holy one 
to ſee corruption, becauſe he could not die as 
a criminal; we diſcern how this circum- 
ſtance determines him to be the ſon of God 


and Saviour of the world. From the reward 


ableneſs of his death, we then derive bene= 
fits, in ſize and number, conſiderable enough 


to excite and animate all our gratitude and 


praiſe ; foraſmuch as we can alſo rely on a 
ſpiritual and moral union with im who is 
our powerful head. Under whoſe admini- 
ſtration, we are even affured\of an happy 


immortality, St. Peter having given us this 
very 


| . ee ae 3 
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very engaging repreſentation of thoſe bene- 
fits, when he ſays, bleſſed be the God and fa- 
rher of our Bord Jeſus Chriſt, which accord- 
ing to his abundant mercy hath begotten us 
again unto a lively hope, by the reſurrection of 
Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, ro an inheritance 
incorruptible, and undefiled, aud that fadeth 
not away, reſerved in the beavens for us. 


Objection. Should it not now be aſked, 
why has God taken this method of conferring 
bis favours on mankind? Is there not ſomething 
in it too obſcure and myſterious for ordinary 
conception 


Anſ. So far from it, that of all othe; 
known methods of revealing his truth and 
grace, this ſeems to be the moſt familiar and 
_ engaging in its inſtruction ; foraſmuch as it 

moſt naturally ſuits with the condition of 
man, both as ſubjected to death, and alſo as 
intereſted in a reſurrection from the dead. 
Whatever were the informations other ways 
given about theſe things, there never had 
been any inſtructor, in whom, as a common 
head, power was inveſted to preſide as Lord 
over 
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ver both the dead and living. Whereas, in 
Jeſus, the dominion of death is made void; 

and immortal life i is brought to lig ght by his 
instructions. | We are thus, by ns enabled 
to view death with compoſure, and the fu- 
ture ſtate with joyful hope. Our ideas have 
a clearneſs and preciſion in them; and we 
are not left to the random gueſſes of an n 
guided imagination, nor to the viſions of 
poets; or dreams of philoſophers. The veil, 
that terrified the mind by its gloom, is quite 
thrown aſide again, the making manifeſt by 
the death of Chriſt; and its conſequences, is 
in perfect harmony with nature, and the uni- 
verſal voice of providence. For, ſhould we 
inquire what are the advantages we receive 
relative to this ſyſtem ? or what the method 
of their conveyance? they will be found ef- 
ſential to our preſent ſubliſtence, and to be con- 
veyed, ordinarily, thro the hands of our fel- 
low men, 7. e. ſome way by their inſtrumen- 
tality. We certainly owe the various and nu- 
merous accommodations of life and being, to 
their miniſtrations and mediations. This 
allowed to be the caſe, no meaſure could 
be more worthy of God, than that of ap- 
E Pointing 
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pointing hin to be the ca ptain of our Yalvas 
vation, who | partook of fle and blood; and 
was in all Wihgs made like to his brethren : 
and who verily was perfected through faffer- 
ings. > x man tempted as we art, Touched with 
the Felis mg of. our infirmi ties, can beſt fym- 


pathize with 1 us, and beſt ſuccour us under ; 
the whole of our trial, 


F An obj Ection that could ariſe to tis G 
| vine ende, would equally diſreliſh any 
other known medium of manifeſtation. But, 
of a truth, it was very unlikely, that pKo- 
PHECY ſhould mark out the Meſfiah from 
"the firſt age of the world; and yet, that 
there ſh6uld not be ſome great meaning, 
ſome univerſal advantage ariſe from his miſ- 
fion and appointments, whenever he ſhould 
make his appearance.— Thus it is preſumed, 
the divine origin of the memorial of Chriſt's 
death 1 Is ſhewn with evidence. 


* the. au 7: the elek., 


* UI. The tit nature of the r ritual, wth | 
4 22 M 1 . 70 VER are a; 7 2 2 1 


That the Euchariſt is to be celebrated 
fel „and wich the viſible ſenſible ſym- 
bels of material bread, and material wine, 
which are for the partici ation of -each and 
every communicant, might be argued from 
thoſe accounts the ſacred writers have given. 
of the inſtitution, Not any. thing leſs than 
a violence offered to the text, can give any 
other ſenſe of the ritual. 8 bleſſed Lord, 


Ae the paſcal feaſt, © took bread, and gave. 
* thanks, he took the cup alſo and gave 
„ thanks, and bade them all drink of it 
He faid of the bread, take, eat, this is my. 
% body : to diſtinguiſh it from the paſſover- 
* lamb, which had a quite different object. 
And of the cup, he ſays, this is the New. 
* Teftament in my bloud, which is as widely 
ce different eee the intention of the paſeal 
* cup of thankſgiving. So St. Paul: ſays, 
cc the cup of bleſſing which we bleſs, is it 
* not- the communion of the bloud of 
$6 3 and the bread which we: break, 
FE 2 64 is 


CO OE TE En one 
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is it not the communion of the body of 


* Chriſt?” — — That ſort of bleſſing and proiſ- 


ing God, uſed over the bread and over the 


cup, did intend the ſeparating of them from 


common to a religious uſe: 7; e. they are not 


to be taken to ſatisfy hunger or thirſt ; but 


are to be the ſymbols of his body broken, | 


and his bloud ſhed, who inſtituted the me- 
morial. And they are to be eaten and drank” 


in ſeciety, to denote the ſpiritual oommu- 


nion which chriſtians have with one ano- 


* 


ther, and alſo their union with the one Lord. 


But the tranſaction being Socha, is alfo 


manifeſt from the practice of the firſt chriſ- 
tians; of whom St. Luke fays, that on the 


firſt day of the week the d. ſciples came tage 
ther to break bread. Acts xx. 7. com- 


pare ch. ii. 46. And with him agrees St. 
Paul, who when he wrote to the Corin- 


thians about the year 56, obſerves, where 
they came together into one place, they could 
not eat the Lord's ſupper ; for this reaſon, 
u. they divided into ſeparate companies, 
even in the place of public worſhip, and 


krery © one eat his own ſupper: : one was hun- 


SY. 7 


FEI another wha? drunken. ey rs 

got that their owrchbufes were toſt proper, 
in which to eat their comme n Meals, and 
no the church of God; and that they alto- 
ther t thus | de rdettcd he ſpitüal natüre and 
intention o File memorial ' rite: for, they 
Bay many, "phe Vie bread' and one Body; 3 as 
they" were all fo | partake alike 95 that one bread. 
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we have a pagati acflineiy: inch to our 
purpoſe, Viz. that of Pixx, who thus 
writes of the chriſtians, i in his letter to TRA. 
JAN :* the whole of their guilt, is, they 
« meet on a certain ſtated day, before it is 
e light, and addreſs themſelves in the form 
«of a prayer to Chriſt,” as to ſome, God, 
* binding themſelves by a ſolemn oath, not 
t for the purpoſes of any wicked defign, but 
ce never to commit any fraud, theft, or adul- 
** tery, never to falſify their word, nor deny 
« 2 truſt when called upon to deliver it up; 


* 
. 274 — 


_- In the Ol edit. of 1667, this | is the phraſe, a 
carmeng; chriſto, quaſi deo, dicere ſecum invicem, which 
I ſhould- render, each of them ſung an bymn to 
my Chriſt, as to a God,” 9, d. much reſembling the 
way we have of doing honour to one of out deities. 


«after 
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ts, * after mhich.i ; was their cuſtom to ſepa» 
© rate, and then re-aſlemble, to actin io: 
& mon anc harmleſs ma in. 51 | 


An early honourable. teſtimony, given n by 
| the Roman governor of a province tc; ag em-. 
peror, who flouriſhed about the Year. © 
Chriſt, one hundred. The harmleſs m 
which he reports the Chriſtians to 85 
eaten, in common, was undoubtedly, the Bu- 
charift, It is mentioned as a part of their 
ſocial and religious obſervance, a ſtated thing 
among them, And he alſo obſerves, the 
pure unblemiſhed morality. of their profeſ- 
ſion; © they bind themſelves by 'a folemn 
* oath, not to da any thing that would re- 
<- proach their holy religion. Herein follow- 
“ing that apoſtolic rule, walk ye worthy 
b 5 that. vocation erg th Je ry called. 


| Another Hoeren en 1 d 
produce, is, from Juſtin Martyr, in his firſt 
apology preſented to the emperor and ſenate 
of Rome, about the year of Chriſt one hun- 


| * PLiny's letters, book x. letter 97, MELMOTH' 5 
(rao{lation. 


dred 
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dred and. forty,' giving an account of tlie 
chriſtian worſhipz who expreſſes himſelf af- 
ter this manner. And after prayer, thete 
tis brought to him who. preſides over the 
* brethren, bread (or a loaf) and a cup of 
te water and wine, which he takes; and 


< then gives praiſe and glory to the father of 


the univerſe, 'in'the name of the ſon and 
te of the holy ſpirit. And after finiſhing rhe 
e prayer and thankſgiving, all the people pte- 
ſent give their aſſent, ſaying, amen. Then 
« they who with us are called dracons, give 
the bread, and the wine and water to every 
e one-prefent, and ſend to ſuch as are ab- 
* ſent, This food is called by us the Eu- 
ec chariſt, of which no one may partake but 
© he who believes the things taught by us, 
© and has been waſhed in the laver for the 


<« remiſſion of fins and regeneration, and to 
&«, live as'Chriſt hath commanded. For we 


© do not take this as common bread, or 


ee common drink. For the apoſtles in 
their memoirs, which are called goſpeds, 
have delivered it to us, that Chriſt directed 


it ſo to be done: and that when he had 


« taken 
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te taken; bread and given thanks, he bid, 
« do this in Femembrance of me, this is n 
4c body. And in like manner, that having 


e taken the cup, and given thanks, he ſaid, 


ec this is my bloud, and hi to * W 
p- Bag a 3. . Bened. 


Jn ber We Heaps to the it 
foninus Pius, and the fenate, is a teſtimony 
of great notoriety and high credit; and in 
full proof of the ſocial nature of the ritual, 
and of the uſe of ſenfible material ſymbols 
in the celebration: At the fame time, their 
ending the elements to ſuch. chriſtians who 
were abſent, muſt, confeſſedly be an inſtance 
of departure from the letter of the divine 
| canon, and of PR" practice. 


It would not be wide of the point, to 


mention the farther teſtimony of TA TIA, 


a diſciple of Juſtin Martyr, who repre- 
ſents the Lord's ſupper. and the deſign of 


it, as a memorial in this manner; © arid 


having taken bread (or a loaf) and then a 


40 cup of wine, and having ſaid that they 
were 
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ce were his body and blond, he commanded 
<« them to eat and drink; for it was (or they 
« were)a memorial of his future ſuffering and 
death. * This teſtimony was about the year 
one hundred and ſeventy. And though it does 
not explicitly report the practice of chriſtians, 
yet it gives us reaſon to ſuppoſe that the inſti- 
tution was then ſo underſtood, and fo cele- 
brated, vir. by a ſocial religious eating of ma- 
terial bread, and drinking of material wine in 
—_ of ait 8 ſufferings and death. 5 


We can 400 that Tuſtin Martyr, 217. 
rullian, Cyprian and Origen, have given very 
expreſs accounts of the Lord's Supper ; not 
only as to the time of receiving, and per- 
ſons who did receive, but alſo as to the man- 
ner of celebration. + Indeed all good writers 
on eccleſiaſtical antiquities do agree, in re- 
preſenting the Euchariſt, as an effential, di- 
ſtinguiſhing ritual, n _— among 
chriſtians. 


. See Do 1 8 Credib. 5. II. 8 III. B. ti 


ch. xxxvi. p. 148. 
+ See Lord KinG's enquiry into the conſtitution, 


Kc. of primitive church, part II. ch. vi. 


* kneeling; 
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The ſocial nature of the Euchariſt, or the 
uſe of ſenſible ſymbols in the celebration, 


might be further argued, from the various 


alterations made by chriſtians in their obſer- 
vances; ſuch as, * giving it to infants, car- 
<« rying the Euchariſt home with them to 
their own houſes, to receive as they had 
occaſion, The Eulograc, or ſending it to 
different churches, in token of joint-com- 
© munion;—the changing of the table po- 
* ſture toſtanding in the third century, which 


„ continued to the eleventh, and then to 


2» 


every of thele alterations in- 
fer an original ſocial inſtitution, See Dr, 
Jnr prot. recon. p. 291, 294.“ 


It is here obſervable, that our modern ſearies, 
00 implicitly follow their leaders, are fond of mimick- 
ing an early cuſtom which the chriſtians had, ** of 
<« making entertainments for ſtrangers, or for chriſtian 


ee travellers upon the church's ſtock.” Which laud- 


able cuſtom Dr. LicHtroor thinks was derived from 
the Jews, viz. the agapae, or feaſts of charity, men- 
tioned Jude ver. 12. But what reſemblance have the mo- 
dern love feaſts *—See LicKTFoor” 8 morks, vol. II. 


p. 775. 


F. III. 
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$. HI. The ſpiritual nature of the Euchariſt... 


There are ſome who have underſtood the 
death of Chriſt as a facrifice; and the Eu- 
chariſt as a feaſt upon that ſacrifice. And it 
muſt be confeſſed, that there are a number of 
texts in the New Teſtament that have ſpoken. 
of him as a propitiation and facrifice; nay, 
once he is ſaid to be our paſſover ſacrificed. 
for us, 1 Cor. v. 7. But to underſtand the 
_ facrifical terms, ſo applied in a literal ſenſe, 
would be to ſtrain alluſions into original facts; 
and to throw much confuſion on the human 
mind. Such figurative repreſentation was 
natural and familiar to the eyes of a Jewiſh. 
convert, who had ſtrong prejudices in favour 
of the Moſaic ritual: and yet the Old Teſta- 
ment doctrine of ſacrifice will be found 
to ſpeak of it, either as the ſymbol of pe- 
nitence, or of gratitude, in the perſon wha; 
preſented the victim. But in the death of 
Cariſt, ſo far from penitence being expreſſed 
by them who devoted him, he was conſi- 
dered by them as an execrable criminal! they 


did not therefore expreſs penitence by his 
F 2 death, 


* 
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death, but 1 ignorance, pride, envy and ma- 
lice. 0 2 


- Gratitude was as remote from them as 
penitence; they did not thereby acknow- 
ledge obligation for benefits received; but, 
on the contrary, the moſt flagrant diſinge- 
nuity, and the vileſt ingratitude was ſhewn 
to him, by whom God had healed. all the. 
maladies of their people, and given deliver- 
ance and ſalvation throughout Fudea, to their 
wretched and miſerable! In no one literal 
and true ſenſe could the death of Jeſus be 
underſtood, as a ſacrifice ; when the ſpilling 
of his bloud was an act of impiety, the moſt 
horrid that ever could be committed by any 
people or nation.“ It could not then be an 
expedient to propitiate deity; ſince the in- 
fult and outrage was committed againſt his 
well-beloved ſon, who had every poſſible at- 
teſtation of divine character and miſſion, 


And yet there ſeems to have been an an- 
cient uſe of ſacrifice, to which the death of 


* Sec PIERCE'S note (d) on eb, v. 5, 6. 
| Chriſt 


- / 
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Chtiſt may be compared, or to which it may 
have a very inſtructive alluſion; and that is, 
the method of cevenanting in the patriarchal 
age. F or, upon à divine promiſe being 
made by the oracle, on the part of God, 
with! ſome. condition to be performed on 
the part of man; the celeſtial fire did, in 

confirmation, conſume the ſaerifice ; and 
thus became à ratifying ſeal of the eove- 
nant, Gen. xv. 17. In ſuch alluſive ſenſe, 
the death of Chriſt may have the idea of a 
ſacrifice; eſpecially when we conſider God's 
raiſing him from the dead, and taking him 
up into heaven, in confirmation of the pro- 
miſe of eternal life, under his adminiſtras 
tion, and which agrees with the expreſs doc. 
trine of the Euchariſt, the new teflament in 
my bloud. And with St. Peter's report, when 
he ſays,—-who raiſed him up from the dead, 
and gave him glory, that our faith and _ 
might be in God, 1 Pet. i. 21. 


4s to that declaration, for even Chrift our 
feſevrr 's Is facrificed for us, we may well ad- 
mit his death to be fitly imaged by an allu- 

To fion 
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ſion to the bloud of the paſcal lamb; for- 
aſmuch as that bloud ſprinkled on the doors 
of the Iſraelites, was their ſecurity from the 
deſtroying angel; whoſe commiſſion was, 
at one inſtant. of time, in the dead of the 
night, to cut off the f- born of Egypt, both 
of man and beaſt. As therefore the bloud 
of the paſcal lamb, was the ſymbol of ſafety 
to the Iſraelites, ſo the bloud of Chriſt is 
made to us, the ſymbol of ſafety from the 
power of death; for through death he has 
deſtroyed him who had the power of death, 
that is, the devil; or an accuſing conſei- 
ence.* Feb. ii. 14. compared with 1 Cor. 
xv. 56. the ſting of death is ſin.— But the 
bloud of Chriſt, offered without ſpot to God, 
purgeth the conſcience from dead works to ſerve 
the living God, Heb. ix. 14. His death de- 
monſtrates and convinces of the evil of ſin, 
the malignity of worldlineſs; and ſo it 
purgeth the conſcience from whatever would 


* Conformable to which ſenſe, Chry/s/om, Theods- 
ret, and Theophyla& obſerve, upon 1 Cor. vii. 5. That 
< jt is not fatan tempting, but our luſts.” —See Dr. 
WhriTBY's Prete/tant. Reconciler, p- 124, edit. ef 
2683. 


be 
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be deſtruRtive and deadly. Thus has Chriſt, 
by dying, deſtroyed him that had the power 
of death, an evil accuſing conſcience; and 
by this effect on the human mind, he has 
0 aboliſhed death, or made void its dominion, 
In this alluſive ſenſe, Chriſt is intelligibly 


ſaid to be, our paſſover ſacrificed for us. 


A A ſenſe in which he is alſo ſaid to have 
been delivered for our offences, to be made ſin 
for us; and who, as concerning. fin, ige 
«uaghas, condemned fin in the fleſh, i. e. in the 
world, Rom. viii. 3. We learn the deadly 
evil of fin in the death of Chriſt; we per- 
ceive how vicious paſſions do blind the eye, 
and harden the heart, and render men capa- 
dle of any degree of impiety : and upon this 
conviction wrought in us, we recover to rea- 
ſon and rectitude, and riſe: to life and im- 
mortality. 


The death of Chriſt is often repreſented. 

as propitiatory. And ſo truly it is, as it re- 

conciles men to truth and God. Chriſt died 
to this end; but not to propitiate deity; or 

tender bim more merciful in his nature and 

diſpoſition 
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- diſpoſition towards man-. God ſo Lad 
© the world, às to give bie only begotten 
te ſon, that whoſoever believes in him ſhould 
*© not periſh, but have eternal life. And | 
« Chriſt alſo gave himſelf for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity,” and 

« purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, Zea. 
&« lous of good works.” There is no man- 
ner of change made in deity by the death 
of Chriſt; ut it was according to the: will 
of God, even our father, that he gave bim- 
felf für our fins, by delivering us from the evil 
of this preſent world, Gal. i. 4. S0 that, 
delivering himſelf for our fins, dt Twv- apa fe 
Tor nor, was, delivering himfelf for our 
conviction of the evil of them, and for our 
deliverance from them. And this was © ac- 
© cording to the will of God, and our fa- 
« ther, who world have all men be faved, 
e and come to the knowledge of the truth.” 


The want of ſeeing the immutable unme- 

the grace and love of God, as revealed in 
the goſpel, or elſe the ſtrange defire of find- 
ing myſtery in the death of Chriſt, has oc- 


caſioned * confuſion and abſurdity * 
3 men's 
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men's conceptions. And not a few are found 
reſembling the infidel Jews, whoſe defires 
and hopes were confined to the preſent 
ſcenes of ſenſible fruition. They want no- 
thing ſpiritual, nor to have any concerns in 
a fature ſtate of exiſtence. No wonder theſe 
diflike the divinely pure moral of the 
New Teftament ſyſtem; or that they ima- 
gine the ſpirit of the goſpel much too refined 
and heavenly for their taſte and reliſh. But, 
upon a ſuppoſition of our being deſigned for a 
future exiſtence, and that a ſtate of recom- 
pence muſt ſucceed this probation ; there is 
no ſcheme of inſtruction could be more ac- 
commodated to both the preſent and future 
condition of man, than that of the goſpel : 
for every ſober, thoughtful mind muſt ac- 
knowledge, that all its doctrines, precepts, 
principles and promiſes do ſupport on teaſon, 
nature, truth, the law of relation, or the will 


of God. 


| This might be confirmed, by obſerving, 
that every ſalutary influence or effect, ſaid 


to reſult from the death of Chriſt, is always 
Go: expreſſive 
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expreſſive of what is ſpiritual: and moral. 

Among numerous paſſages, let the following 
be conſulted, As iii. 20. Rom. xiv. 8, 9. 
Gal. i. 4. Tit. ii. 11, 12. In no one reſpe& 

can the death of Chriſt be the means of ſal- 
vation to any man, further than it promotes 
his ſpirituality, purity, or morality. Thus 
only can we conſider the bloud of Chriſt to 
be propitiatory, as it reconciles us to God. 


In a right celebration of the Euchariſt, we 
expreſs our gratitude and praiſe to the God 
and father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for the 
manifeſtation of his truth, and grace made 
by him: we avow a ſubjection to the ſceptre 
of this one Lord, by a conformity of temper 
and life to all his laws, and to the ſpirit of 
his example ; ; and we renew and re-invigo- 
rate our reſolutions to be acquieſcent and re- 
ſigned to every divine allotment : we profeſs 
to live in charity with all mankind, and to 
have a brotherly affection for all chriftians : 
and we alſo declare ourſelves the expec- 
tants of our Lord $ coming to us, as a Sa- 
viour who will change our vile bodies, and fa- 
_ them like to his glorified body, by that ef- 

fectual 
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fectual energy, whereby be is even able to 
fubdue all things unto himſelf. Such is the 
ſpiritual and moral nature of the Euchariſt, 
in its original : and diyine intention. 


F. IV. The perſons who are e properh quali- 
for the celebration. 


Every perſon may by qualified for cele- 
brating the Euchariſt, who has the ſacred 
volume of the New Teſtament in his hand, 
can conſult that divine record, and form a 
judgment of its inſtruction. The properly 
and duly qualified, are ſuch only who do re- 
verence thoſe ſacred writings, and religiouſly 
attend to them as a divine rule of life, and 

as the law of the final judgment: conſcien- 
tiouſly conforming to all their inſtruction, 

and ſolicitous to improve and eſtabliſh in 
thoſe principles of piety and virtue which 
they inculcate. Moreover, becauſe theſe 
ſcriptures repreſent it to be the duty of the 
chriſtian to examine himfesf, and ſo eat of that 
bread and drink of that cup, 1 Cor. xi. 28. 
he will carefully ; inquire into the nature, de- 
8D, and end of the Euchariſtical celebra- 
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tion, in order that he may d:/cern the Lord's 


body*, i. e. he muſt diſtinguiſh it from all 
other 


* This, at once, cuts off all prieftly pretenſion: 
and diſallo ws of any authority in churches to make bye 
Jaws, or excluſive terms of chriſtian communion, “ A 
ce chriſtian church has its terms and laws ſettled by 
& Chriſt; it is his church, and the table is the Lord's 
ce table, and the miniſters are Chriſt's miniſters : and 
eit is the higheſt uſurpation in us to make incloſures, 
% when he has left it open; and to turn out members, 
< or paſtors from their office, if they walk and act ac- 
c cording to their chriſtian ſtation: and men need be 


e ſure, that the denying their unſcriptural teffs and 


« Shibboleths is ſuch a crime as will juſtify their pro- 
& ceedings.” See the Rev. Mr. THOMAS EMLYN's 
tracts, vol. I. p. 70. 4th edit. 

CHILLINGwORTH ſays, © take away this perſe- 
„ cuting, burning, curſing, damning of men for not 
« ſubſcribing to the words of men, as the words of God, 
% Require of chriſtians only to believe Chriſt, and 10 
& call no man maſter, but him only; let thoſe leave 
& claiming infallibility, who have no title to it; and 


let them who in words diſclaim it, difclaim it alſo 
in their actions; in a word, take away tyranny, 


c which is the devil's inſtrument to ſupport errors, ſu- 
hog perſtitions and impieties,—and reſtore chriſtians to 
<< their juſt and full liberty of captivating their under- 
« flanding to ſcripture only.“ See his Religion of Pro- 
teſlunts, p. 152. 4th edit. 1674. There are, never- 


theleſs, ſoine who are too aſſuming ; for they require 
of 
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other eating and drinking, which have no 
other end, than either that of bodily nou- 
men, 


of the propoſed communicant, that he draw up, or 
procure the drawing up his EXPERIENCES; which he 
is to deliver to perſons appointed to be triers and Judges 
of his meetneſs; a method that encourages the gri- 
mace and hypocriſy of profeſſion : whilſt it compli- 
ments the vanity and pride of fuch, who muſt be thus 
conſulted before his admiſſion. But, how contrary is 
this practice to the apoſtolical canon? that makes it 
every man's own province to enter into an examina- 
tion of himſelf, and to judge of his own meetneſs; 
which, no doubt, is juſt and reaſonable. And aſſured 
we are, all other methods are unauthorized, either by 
by our Lord, or by his apoſtles. We alſo here plainly 
diſcern, that ifants are abſolutely incapable of the ce- 
lebration ; becauſe they are not of ability for forming 
any judgment of the deſign of the Euchariſt, or of the 
requiſite ſelf- examination. 

And as to all grown perſons, who are not in earneſt 
in their religious profeſſion, but remain under the ty- 
ranny of ſome Juſt or paſſion, they will not be able zz 
diſcern the Lord's body, or to eat and drink worthily ; ; 
becauſe the due participation does imply integrity 
of mind, and an unreſervedneſs in devotion. He can- 
not drink the cup of the Lord, and at the ſame time drink 
the cup of demons, 1 Cor. x. 21, which is a contradic- 
tion men would gladly reconcile, who partake of the 


Euchariſt, whilſt wie themſelves in ſome criminal 
gratification. 
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34 Of the doctrine of the Eucharift. 
riſhment, elſe the gratification of the palate 
or taſte. Whereas this eating and drinking 
has a ſpiritual moral meaning and end; for 
it is an open ſocial act, which acknowledges 
the ſpiritual and heavenly benefits of our liv- 
ing upon His inſtructions, who died with- 
out the gates of Jeruſalem, a moſt ſhameful, 
* and painful death. | 


The literal and groſs idea of eating his 
fleſh, and drinking his bloud, could ne- 
ver have entered the heart of man, had 
not ignorance, ſuperſtition, and a fond- 
neſs of myſtery, ſuggeſted the extrava- 
gance.— When the divine Jeſus uſed thoſe 
high figures, of eating his fleſh and drink- 
ing his bloud, he knew the people had been 
accuſtomed to them; for their laugiver had 


_ gratification, Yet no man can duly partake of the Eu- 


chariſt, who is the ſlave of ſome luſt. 
But then all his other acts of homage, are likewiſe 


ſo many expreſſions of hypocriſy. He will certainly be 


condemned by the judge, © whoſe conſcience is not 


“void of offence, both toward God and toward man.” 
All ſuch perſons, therefore, muſt be unfit for this holy 
communion, though of this unfitneſs, they them<= 


ſelves may be the only competent judges, | 
= informed 
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informed them, that man lives not by bread 
alone, but by every word which proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God, does man live, Deut. viii. 
3. And beſides this, our Lord would not 

be miſtaken by any diſciple; ; for he explains 
himſelf in the very fame diſcourſe. ** It is 
<«« the ſpirit that quickneth, the fleſh pro- 
« fiteth nothing : my words they are ſpirit, 
<« and they are life,” Jab. vi. 63. Hence, 
*© his TEACHINGS are that living bread which 
came down from heaven; of which, if a 
« man eat, he ſhall live PT ever.” To be 
able therefore to digeſt, as well as to taſte 
with pleaſure, his inſtructions, verily is, to eat 
his fleſh, and drink his bloud. So that all pi- 
ous perſons who diſcern this doctrine of the 
Euchariſt, are duly qualified for the celebra- 
tion; they, as the apoſtle expreſſeth him- 
ſelf, can diſcern his body. And ſurely, not 
any thing is more reaſonable, natural, or ſig- 
nificant, than this ſenſe of eating the me- 
morial bread, and drinking the memorial cup, 
as a religious avowal of our devotedneſs to 
truth and God, upon the very plan of hrs 


teachings, whoſe death we thereby comme- 
morate. | 


_ Upon 
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Upon the whole, it is evident, that an ho- 
neſt mind, perſuaded of Jeſus being the pro- 
miſed Saviour of the world, and that the 
goſpel hiſtory does contain the ſcheme of his 
heavenly inſtructions, and who is, at the 
ſame time, deſirous to approve himſelf a 
diſciple and ſervant of this one Lord, has an 
undoubted right, as he is duly qualified for 
celebrating the Euchariſtical memorials of his 
ſufferings and death. 
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. The br far s obli Badu to relebvate 
ze Euchariſt, perpetual. 


The perpetuity of the inſtitution, might 
be argued from its nature, deſign, and ten- 
dency.— But let us look back, and a little 

contemplate the propriety and fitneſs of the 
celebration, of which notice has been already 
taken under the firſt ſection. From the face of 
facts, as they are found in the ſacred records, 
ſuch celebration was highly reaſonable; in- 
aſmuch as by prophecy and promiſe, his 
feed of the woman was ſo conſpicuouſly di- 
ſtinguiſhed from all others of mankind; and 


accordingly, a general expectation of him 
did 


| 
] 
þ 
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did obtain at the very time of his birth. The 
Jews were very well aſſured he muſt be one 
of their own nation, of the ſeed of Abra- 
ham, and of the family of David, Nor 
were they leſs confident that when he once 
came, he would take the ſceptre, and aſſert 
a civil fovereignty, eſtabliſhing an univerſal 
empire! and that under his rule, they ſhould: 
be indulged in every ſenſitive and animal gra- 
tification. No ſooner did they find them- 
{elves miſtaken in him, whom they would 
have made their KING, or captain general, 
but they conſpired againſt him as an im- 
poſtor and. blaſphemer ; and put him to a 
moſt 1 gnoiminions, dolorous, anderuel death. 


Thus the facts ſtand in the cred n 
And can any human mind think it reaſon- 
able, that ſuch an event ſhould be buried in 
oblivion? that no monument ſhould be 
erected, that might live throughout the ages 
of the world, and tranſmit the aſtoniſhing 
treatment of this divine character to all na- 
tions, as well as to all ages? this will be al- 
lowed to be reaſonable indeed, if all man- 
kind, of every ſucceeding age, are found in- 
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tereſted in his miniſtrations and appoint- 
ments, whom the great God has conſtituted 
Tord over the dead and the living. But this 


divine intention is fully accompliſhed by the 
Euchariſt; at the ſame time it is extremely 
difficult to conceive of any other poſſible me- 
thod of tranſmitting the evidence ſo expreſ- 
ſively and univerſally. 


The beneficial ends, attainable from the 
celebration of the Euchariſt, by the firſt 


chriſtians, are equally yet attainable ; and 


will remain ſo, whilſt the chriſtian 1s ex- 
poſed to danger by the impreſſions of this 
material ſyſtem; whilſt any trials of his 
faith and patience remain; or, fo long as a 
finiſhed example of humility, reſignation, 
and fortitude can avail him of benefit, fo 


long the religious celebration of the Eucha- 


riſt will be found divinely uſeful to the chri- 
ſian, 


But beſides the nature and end of the 
inſtitution, from whence we might argue its 


| perpetuity, we have the teſtimony of an apoſ- 


tle, who aſſures us, that he received of 
cc the 
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© the Lord, by revelation, that chriſtians do 
cc celebrate the memorials of his death till 
he come, 1 Cor. ii. 26. As often as ye eat 
this bread and drink this cup, ye do ſhew, or 
ſhew ye the Lord's death till be come. It would 
be groundleſs to conclude that he meant, 40! 
the effuſion of the ſpirit ; becauſe this teſti- 
mony concerning the Euchariſt, was given 
long after that coming of Chriſt : and the ex- 
hortation would therefore have been imper- 
tinent. Altogether as unreaſonable it muſt. 
be to underſtand it, of his coming to the de- 
ftrudtion of Feruſalem ; becauſe the liturgy 
of the chriſtian church at Corinth had no 
ſort of dependence on the fate of the He- 
brew polity, or national ſyſtem. And one 
might add the teſtimonies already mentioned 
of Pliny, Tatian, and others, which harmo- 
niouſly ſhe w, that it has been the univerſal 
practice of the chriſtian church to celebrate 
the memorials of Chriſt's death, by cating 
and drinking cuchariſtically, 


Farther, there cannot, we preſume, be 
one ſingle reaſon adduced, that would ſhew 
1 the 
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though the coming bf Chrift ſhould be applied 
to the end of the lives of any given number 
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the Sbletvallgerto be of leſs propriety or uſe, 


of the firſt chriſtians; foraſmuch as Jeſus did 
expref8ly declare, ' that” the gates of hades or 
death" ſhould" not prevail againſt bis church. 
Conſequently, what did ſerve to diſtingiſh- 
the ' firſt diſciples, by a religious ſocial: 
tranſaction, in their day, would remain the 
duty of chriſtians in all after- ages; inaſmuch 
as they have ever had but one and the ſame 
invariable and univerſal rule of faith and wor- 
ſhip. If therefore we ſhould apply the com- 


ing of Chriſt to the ultimate completion of 


the Catholic church, it will ſignify he end of 
the world. And verily, this evidence of the 


truth of chriſtianity exhibited by the Eucha- 


rift, will not wax old and infirm, nor dimi- 
niſh in its vigour, unleſs we can ſuppoſe that 
the truth and grace of God may hereafter 
become of leſs uſe and benefit to mankind: 
the obligation to obſerve the ritual, muſt 
then remain in full force, fo long as it can 


be profitable to the chriſtian to contemplate 


the cleareſt manifeſtation of the pro pitious 
nature 
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nature of God; the freeneſs of pardoning 
mercy; and the plenitude of that grace, 
which has promiſed eternal life to all who 
_ bei in Earneſt i in = n poofelion: 
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& | VI. Thee erroneaus a ſuper fit gie ops 
nians, which have er en a. Eu- 
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EY is, ee 4 St. Paul's epiſtl to 
che Corinthians, that, chriſtians had, in his 
day, very much perverted the. deſign of the 
Euchariſt. They did not preſerve the reli- 
gion of the ritual; but they eat and drank to 
exceſs —lo very early ages of. the church, 
they had like wiſe covered the ritual with my- 
_- 3 and accordingly had their? I Fa- 
&« delium, or communion ſervice,” ſo called, 
<< becauſe. none might be preſent; at it but 
.** communicants only, as appears from ſo- 
lemn forms of diſmiſſing all others before it 
began.“ This, was a ſervice diſtinguiſhed 
from the Miſſa Catechumenorum, which 
preceded the prayers at the altar. 


1 * ” 


* BINGHAM' s Ch, Antiq. B. XIII. c. kes * 
But 
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But how high their ſuperſtition did run 
about the Euchariſt, may be ſeen from the 
cuſtom of giving it to 27fants. ** So; in the 
<« time of Cyprian, it was uſual for children 
de and ſucking infants to receive the ſacra- 
© ment, unto whom it was neceſſary parti- 
* cularly to deliver the elements:—And 
«© when a ſucking girl refuſed to taſte the ſa- 
e cramental wine, the deacon violently 
* forced it down her throat.“ The other 
hiſtorian ſays, © it was a known practice and 
<« cuſtom in the ancient church, of giving 
te the Euchariſt to 7fants, which continued 
ee jn the church for ſeveral ages. It is fre- 
« quently mentioned in Cyprian, Auſtin, 
« Tynocentius and Gemiadius, writers from 
« the third to the fifth century. Maldonat 
ho ce confeſſes it was in the church for fix hun- 
1 « dred years. 1. And again, it is beyond 
H « diſpute that the church baptized infants, 

« and gave them the unction of chriſm 
* with impoſition of hands for confirma- 
*« mation, ſo ſhe immediately admitted them 
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eee e participation of the Euchariſt, as 
“ ſoon as they were baptized, and ever after 
8 without exception.“ _ 


Nay, Dr. Wuf TBV has obſerved, that 
Mr. Dar L v, in a large chapter on that ſub- 
ject (referring us to his De cultibus) has 
proved, © that it was the conſtant cuſtom of 
c the whole church of God, from the third 
* to the fwelth century, to miniſter the Eu- 
« chariſt to baptized infants; which thing 
«c they alſo declared to be neceſſary for the 
* remiſſion of ſins, and the ſalvation of the 
e infant; and alſo pleaded ſcripture for the 
* proof of what they ſaid.” See his prof. 
recon. p. 289, 290. An idea of the church, 
not much to its reputation, and would lead 
us to conclude, that ignorance and ſuper- 
ſtition were its chief pillars. 


To ſuch an aſtoniſhing height of extrava- 
gance, eccleſiaſtics were wont to carry their 
ſuperſtitious regards to the Euchariſt. They 


F BiNGHAM's Antiq. B. XV. c. iv. ſec. * 
had 
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had firſt affixed to BAPTISM a regenerating 
efficacy; and when they had once done this, 
they could apply to the baptized whatever they 
fancied did, or might poſſibly belong to the 
chriſtian nan of ritnal.* In this ſuper- 
ſtitious 


* It is of the nature of enthuſiaſm, to run all its 
opinions into extremes elſe one would be aſto- 
ſtoniſhed at finding any aſcribe to baptiſm, an inſlanta- 
neous regenerating power, For verily, we can be very 
confident, that the New Te/lament never once incul- 
| cates on the mind of the reader ſuch an idea of baptiſm. 
On the contrary, it always ſuppoſes, that thoſe adult 
- perſons whe defired baptiſm, were already become be- 
levers; and not that baptiſm had had the converting 
and. regenerating effect. Baptiſm, verily, did no more 
to them than it did to their infants, i. e. it iniated both 
the one and the other into a kingdom or conſtitution of 
truth and mercy ; and entitled them to the immunitles 
and privileges of a divine polity. Yet ſome who would 
be called Proteſtants, have faid as extravagant things of 
baptiſm, as ** Pagans in India do of the purifying virtue 
of the river Ganges, to which they aſcribe a faving 
influence: for however immoral their lives, if they 
e are but plunged in the river Ganges, they ſhall find 
«© their way, without any difficulty, to the regions of 
light and happineſs. MWriters, who conſult the 
ſenſe of the church, rather than that of the ſacred can- 
non, may de expeQed to deliver very crude and abſurd 


notions 
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ſtitious application of an heavenly divine ri- 
tual, we may well conclude, that the church 
would be diſpoſing apace for a farther dege- 
neracy : and anon we read of oecumenical 
councils tranſubſtantiating the elements of 
bread and wine, uſed at the memorial ſup- 
per, into the real body and blood of Chriſt. 
And upon no better foundation than that of 
Chriſt's ſaying, this 1s my body. It is 
therefore ordained, that men 8 the 
real preſence of Chriſt, when the prieſt has 
once conſecrated the elements. The com- 
municant is taught to imagine, that when 

Jeſus brake the bread, he brake his own 
body; and when he bade them rate and cat, 
he bade them Yake and eat his own body; 
that when each of his diſciples had eaten an 
whole body, he aroſe from table and went 
out with them, his body being unbroken 
and uneaten; and in that condition was ap- 
notions about faith, grace, baptiſm, and regeneration. 
But ſo it has been, we ſee, in thoſe ages of the church, 


when not content with baptizing infants, they muſt 
apply to them not only the uſeleſs, frivolous, paultry 


rites of chri/m and confirmati on, but ey en the divine rite 


of the Euchariſt, 
1 prehended, 


a r 
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ä prehended, re ng he 258. agonized | in the ou 


den. | 


Nay, there is an n iaion; made to this 


_ extravagance, for what is called the Romith 
' apoſtolic church has mutilated or-maimed the 
plan of celebration: inaſmuch as becauſe 
_ Jeſus has expreſsly ſaid of the cup, drink ye 


all of it; the preſuming prieſt only drinks 


of the cup; and will not ſuffer the laity a 


taſte with him. So ſtudious has popery n 


in all poſſible ways, to prevert the original 
plain deſign of this divine inſtitution. 


Other churches there are, who reject 
tranſubſtantiation, or deny a change of the 
elements into the real body and bloud of 
Chriſt; which yet hold a ſubſtantial preſence 


of Chriſt with the elements.—The opinion 


of the Greek church; the Lutheran tenet of 


conſubſtantiation, or impanation. 


A more modern monſtrous perverſion of 
the Euchariſt, 1s that of making a celebra- 


tion thereof, the communicant's neceſſary 
qualification for civil honours and world:y 


profits. 
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profits. A ritual, that was deſigned. to ſet 
before all chriſtians the exemplary contempt 
which our bleſſed Lord had of the world, is 


thus made the requiſite means of gratifying 
avarice and ambition, in the communicant, 


What? could no greater ſecurity | be 
given of loyalty to a prince, or of fidelity to 
a Civil conſtitution, than to celebrate. the me- 
morials of his death who refuſed the civil 
preferment, and rejected with diſdain the ſe- 
cular honour !. the abſurdity is ſo glaring, 
that we cannot forbear making this conclu- 
fon, vz. that becauſe one ſort of nominal 
chriſtians had been capable. of inventing or 
creating that monſter, TRANSUBSTANTIA= 
TION! another fort would try if they could 
not match the invention, with an equally ſhock- 

ing abſurdity! but, what child is there who 

cannot ſee the eee of ſuppoſing, 
ſuch a flagrant proſtitution of a divine ap- 
pointment (by the one heavenly Lord) a good 
ſecurity of allegiance to an earthly prince, 
and of the reverence due to the majeſty of a 
free people ? 
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It deſerves ſeriouſly to be confidered, by 
all who revere this holy rite, whether ſuch 
celebration be not to eat this bread, and 
drink this cup of the Lord unworthily? i. e. 
even ſo as to be guilty of prophaning the ſym- 
bols of the body and bloud of the Lord. 
They who partake of the Euchariſt without 
any meaning, or with one quite foreign to 
the deſign of the inſtitution, do, in the ſenſe 
of an apoſtle, incur judgment on themſelves, 
not diſcerning the Lord's body. On which 


account, he tells us, many Corinthian chriſ- 


tians were /+ ckly, and many Abt. The hand 
of God did puniſh ſuch wanton acts of im- 
piety in the firſt chriſtians, in order to in- 
ſpire with caution the after-communicant, 


and create a becoming veneration of the ri- 


tual. It was in demonfiration of its divine 
original, and pointed out the neceſſity there 
was of examining and judging of themſelves, 
that they might not be * and con- 


demned with the world. 


Many of the churches abovementioned, 


have made uſe of the Euchariſt as a charm, 
expecting 
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expecting it to operate even in the dying 
hour ; and by a kind of ſorcery, they thereon. 
give abſolution, and declare it a good PAss- 
PORT to heaven. Here will be requiſite, a 
blind implicit faith in the receiver; and na 
ſmall aſſurance in the adminiſtrator, 


QUAKERIsM, by avoiding all theſe ex- 
tremes, has apparently run into another; and 
inſtead of celebrating theſe memorials of 
the ſufferings and death of Chriſt, has re- 
preſented the obſervance to be only ſpiritual 
and internal. BARCLAx aſcs, ** doth not 
cc this contending for the uſe of water, 
« bread and wine, as neceſſary parts of goſ- 
« pel worſhip, deſtroy the nature of it, as if 
e the goſpel were a diſpenſation of ſhadows, 
and not of the /ub/tance?”—He again 
| aſks, © what ground from ſcripture or rea- 
* ſon can our adverſaries bring us to evince, 
that one /ſhadono or figure ſhould point to 
* another ſhadow or figure, and not to the 
te ſubftance?” After this he takes notice 
f* of the ſupper having been given to young 
te boys and little children: and then ob- 
** ſerves, what little weight ſhould be laid 
vs upon 
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*© upon antiquity. ”—See his XIIIth propo- 
ſition, ſections gth and roth. 2 00 


But how very ſophiſtical and deluſive this 
ſort of reaſoning? it does not, in the leaſt, 

affect the view we have taken of the doc- 
trine of the Euchariſt. Since eating memo- | 
morial bread, and drinking memorial wine, 
are, truly and properly, the monument of 4 
fact; and not one ſhadow or figure of ano- 
ther ſhadow or figure. Even this very weiter, 
ſpeaking of the life, death, ſufferings and 
obedience of Chriſt, ſays, “they made a 
T8 way for our reconciliation, and became a 
e ſacrifice for the remiſſion of fins that are 
e paſt.” See under his VIIth propoſition, 
p. 226. By his own confeſſion therefore, 
the ſufferings and death, and obedience of - 
Chriſt, which we recognize in the Eucha- 
ret, are facts, yea, they are with him inte- 
reſting facts ; and therefore cannot but de- 
ſerve a religious commemoration. Yet it 
. muſt be confeſſed, that in very modern 
times, and in more reformed churches, 


much . has prevailed about the 
Euchariſt. 
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Euchariſt. In ſome, a ſolemnity is given to 
it, by the 2nfrequency of the celebration. The 
communion tables are crowded, where it is 
adminiſtred but annually, or at beſt quar- 
terly; with preparation days, to create the 
greater. reverence. In others, Chriſtmas Day 
and Good Friday have an emphaſis laid upon 
them ; ; though the New Te eftament canon ne- 
ver mentions thechriſtians breaking memorial 
bread, on any other than the fir day of the 
week.* Ahd, in truth, ſuch is the ſuper- 
ſtitious diſpoſition of the profeſſing chriſtian 
world, that the more any ritual is covered 
with myſtery, and made important by bigo- 


Some difficulty ſeems to ariſe in the way of the 
Sabbatarian, who will ſanctiſy the ſeventh, and not the 
the fir? day of the week; i. e. if the breaking of bread 
on the firſt day, mentioned by LuKE, intends the Eu- 

chariſt, (as we have underſtood it to be a diſtinguiſhing 
ritual in the chriſtian liturgy) then the practice of the 
Sabbatarian is not ſo defenſible. We alſo lay ſtreſs on 
the chriſtian's making charitable collections on that day, 
1 Cor. xvi. 2. and on John's mentioning the Lord's Day, 
Apoc. i. 10. And if the pentecoſt effuſion of the ſpirit 
Was alſo on that day, it muſt be held diſtinguiſhingly 


ſacred, in the eſteem of chriſtians. —See and conſult 


LIGHTFOOT' s works, vol. II. p. 645 


try, 
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try, the more numerous and devout are its 
obſervers. 


$. VII. Obſervations made on the doctrine. 


1. It was certainly known to be an un- 
deniable fact, in the firſt age of the obſer- 
vance, that the Euchariſt was inſtituted by 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, juſt as the goſpel hi- 
ſtory reports; elſe it could never have be- 
come the diſtinguiſbing ritual of chriſtian ſo- 
cial worſhip. We are aſſured, it could not 
be of later original, than the New Teſtament 
Teport has Ma of it: for had it not at firſt 
been well atteſted by a ſufficient number of 
credible witneſſes, tradition - would have 
been too flender a ſupport for this kind of 
celebration. Nay, had it not been the di- 
ſtinguiſhing ritual of the firſt chriſtians ſo- 
cial worſhip, it could never have obtained 
ſuch obſervance; becauſe in the whole ſa- 
cred hiſtory of the ritual, as it lies in the 
canon, it is ſo repreſented. But if there had 
been any fallacy in this report, made by the 
apoſtle Paul and the evangeliſt Luke, when 


Writing the hiſtory of che firſt planting of 
che 
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the chriſtian church, the attempt to recom- 
mend and enforce ſuch a fngular obſervance, 
muſt have been treated with deſerved ridi- 
cule and Gage. 


Nor bare wwe the lenſt i th ſuppoſe, 


that ſuch an inſtitution would have been in- 
ſerted by three of the four evangeliſts, or 


 biographers, who drew up the life of Chriſt; 
had they not ſeen, that the inſtitution itſelf 


was worthy of him; and muſt be an im- 


mortal monument of a fact, which is uni- 


verſally and * intereſting to man- 
kind. 


Indeed in che firſt celebration, as per- 
formed by Chriſt and his apoſtles; it could not 
be called the memorial of a fact which was 
yet future; but then that very ritual ſo inſti- 
tuted, was in all after-times to be celebrated 
as a monument or memorial of is ſufferings 
and death, who could, with his diſciples, 


compoſedly eat bread and drink wine with 


thankſgivings to God, over thoſe views which 
he had of his own approaching ctucifixion. 
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Our faith may then be firmly eſtabliſhed 
in the credibility of the goſpel hiſtory ; ſince 
not only the nature, defign, and end of the 
Euchariſt, but the circumſtances of its ori- 
gination; render it utterly improbable, if not 
abſolutely impoſſible, that it ſhould have 


_ owed its exiſtence to any artful contrivance, 


or political invention. Nay, we might in- 


fer its genuinely divine original, from the va- 


rious amazing ſuperſtitions which have ob- 
tained, in the celebration of it 7 chtiſ- 


trans, 


II. The plainneſs, purity, and moral ten- 


dency of the inſtitution, ſhould recommend 


the Euchariſt to the celebration of all fincere 
believers. The expreſſive ſimplicity of it is 
manifeſt; being no other than to eat bread 
and drink wine (thoſe natural ſupports and 
cordials of animal human life) in comme- 
moration of his ſufferings and death, who 


has ſhewn us, by his inſtructions, what are 
the real and true principles of ſpiritual and 


immortal life: ſince by his crucifixion we 
we are taught, what muſt be the deadly ten- 
| dency 


Ss YT a 
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dency of all thoſe propenſities and indulgen- 
gences, which are of a groveling and worldly 
complexion. We ſee how the iniquities of 
men, governed by luſt, did meet upon him. 
And in what a convincing manner he has 


expoſed to our averſion and abhorrence, all 
that 1 7s of. the world. 


Again, the very celebration has an hea- 
venly and divine tendency; ſince we openly, 
ſolemnly profeſs, by that tranſaction, to ap- 


prove his conduct, to admire and emulate 
the greatneſs of his mind, who, when he 


was led to Calvary, moved meekly along, 


juſt as a lamb goes to the Jaughter, and as a 


ſheep before her devourers is dumb, ſ be 
opened not his mouth. By this commemoration, 
we avow a reſolution to reſemble him in 


temper and life; keeping ourſelves free from 


all tyrannizing and enflaving paſſions; ſuch 
as avarice, pride and ſenſuality. - We gain a 
farther advantage, by contemplating him, as 
ſuſtaining the torture with ſo much dignity, 


from the eye he bad to the recompence of re- 
ward. With ſuch reference we alſo become 


enabled to ſupport under every preſent pain- 
ful enJarance. 


M0 Moreover, 


3 
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Moreover, becauſe he has aſſured us, that 


he went to the heavenly houſe of his father, 


with deſigns of preparing manſions for our 
everlaſting happy enjoyment; nay, even to 
take us to himſelf to behold the glory which 
the father hath given him, in order to our 
confirmation and eſtabliſhment in holineſs: 
we, at his table, ruminate on the promiſe; 
ſolace ourſelves in the proſpect; quicken and 


; invigorate all our preparations for his pleaſ- 
Ing and tranſporting adyent. 


Theſe are plain, rational, expreſſive doc- 
trines of the Euchariſt, which ſhould per- 
ſuade every ſincere chriſtian to a very de- 
vout obſervance. And ſurely no one who 
believes that Chriſt ſpake, with an intention 
to be obeyed by all his followers, when he 
faid, DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME, 
can have a reaſonable objection : becauſe it 


obliges him to no more duties and ſervices, 


than he 1s already willing, nay, deſirous to 
perform. The ſincere chriſtian cannot think 
that his Lord would have appointed this me- 
morial, had he not ſeen the reaſonableneſs 


and uſefulneſs of it: foraſmuch as he will 


readily 
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readily allow that his divine maſter had wiſ- 
dom given him equa/ to his miſſion, charac- 
ter, and — 


More may be ſaid for the omiſſion of thoſe 
chriſtians, who have been diſcouraged from 
miſrepreſentation and miſapprehenſion; awed 

by a wrong education, and deep-rooted pre- 
judices. Yet even thoſe profeſſors ſhould 
honeſtly endeavour to remove prejudice, 
and underſtand clearly the nature and deſign 


of this inſtitution. They ſhould ; for there 


is ſomething very unaceountable in their con- 


duct, who can fatisfy themſelves in a courſe 


of life, of which they hope neither to be 
afraid or aſhamed, when they come into the 
preſence of the judge; who are, neverthe- 
leſs, either afraid or aſhamed of coming to 
his table. Unaccauntable indeed it muſt be, 
that a man ſhall not think himſelf fitly quali- 
fied for commemorating Chriſt's death, who 
has no kind of uneaſineſs about his meetneſs 
for the judicial preſence of Chriſt. 


Does he fay, truly zt 15 __ unfaſhionable; 


and he chuſeth not to have the ſneer and ridi- 
cule of his acquatntance and companions ! 


Such 
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| Such a one would do well to confider, and 

aſk himſelf, whether the good opinion of 
Chriſt, or of his companions, will promiſe 
him the moſt ſatisfation ?—There is great 
and weighty meaning in that declaration of 
our Lord's. -Wheſoever ſhall confeſs me before 
men, him will T confeſs alſo before my father 
which 1s in heaven. But whoſoever ſhall de- 
ny me before men, him -will J alſo deny before 
my father who is in heaven, May it not be 
applicable to this, as well as to any other 
kind of confeſſion ? How far it is, every one - 
ſhould judge impartially for himſelf. | 


III. Some well-meaning chriſtians are 
deterred and affrighted from the table of the 
Lord, principally becauſe St. Paul ſpeaks 
of the unworthy communicant's eating and 
drinking damnation, or judgment to himſelf; 
when it is evident, that the Corinthians did 
very prophanely pervert the deſign of the Eu- 
chariſt. They were intemperate in the fe- 
ſtival; they eat and drank to exceſs; and the 
rich ſeparated themſelves from the poor, al- 
lowing them no fellowſhip with them. Which 
the apoſtle reproves, by ſaying, my bre- 

| = de thten, 


* 
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ie thren, when ye come together to eat, 7. e. 
*« the Euchariſt, tarry one for another. But 


if any man hunger, let him eat at home; 


** that ye come not together unto condemna- 


*« fion.— There is therefore no reaſon of 
_ dread or terror, to any ſerious and conſcien- 


tious chriſtian, in his approach to the table 


of the Lord, becauſe of theſe declarations 


about eating and drinking unworthily, thereby 
incurring damnation or judgment; But every 
man may be aſſured of eſcaping ſuch cen- 


ſure, who eats and drinks in acknowledg- 


ment of his devotedneſs to the one Lord, 
whoſe advent he is daily waiting for. 
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